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NAVAL HISTORY

Some of the more memorable events in naval history that have transpired during the month of August are included in the following:-

AUGUST 1900

It was in August of 1900 that the South Australian Cruiser “Protector” sailed for China to participate in the Boxer Rebellion.

AUGUST 1908

The United States Great White Fleet visited Australia during their World cruise, arriving in Melbourne on the 29th of the month.

AUGUST 1914

On the 19th August 1914, the “Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force” sailed from Sydney Harbour for World War One active service in German New Guinea.   A Navy League member, the late CMDR. Stan Veale, C.M.G.**, R.A.N.R.., was a member of the force in which he served as a  Midshipman.   CMDR. Veale was one of the first 200 Australians to go into action in World War One.

AUGUST 1942

It was on the 9th of August 1942 that the Australian cruiser HMAS Canberra was lost during the Battle of Savo Island, the result of a surprise Japanese attack.

Eighty three of Canberra’s ships company were lost during the action including her Commanding Officer Captain F.E. Getting.

The United States Navy also suffered heavy losses of men and ships in this action including the cruisers “Quincy”, “Astoria” and “Vincennes” with the loss of 939 lives.

AUGUST 1945

The Japanese Government surrendered unconditionally thus ending World War Two.

USN 1925 GOODWILL VISIT TO AUSTRALIA
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CROWDS WAITING TO BOARD THE USS NEVADA AT STATION PIER DURING A VISIT TO MELBOURNE BY THE AMERICAN FLEET.
The year 2012 marks the 87th anniversary of the goodwill visit to Australia by the largest USN Fleet to visit Australia since the visit of Teddy Roosevelt’s “Great White Fleet” during 1908.

“The fortnight long visit of the US Fleet from 26th July to 6th August 1925 still represents the largest single contingent of foreign naval vessels ever received in Australia.   A total of 56 vessels of the United States Navy, carrying some 25,000 officers and crew under the command of Admiral Robert E. Coontz left San Francisco in early June 1925, sailing first to Hawaii where the fleet was engaged for several weeks in naval exercises before proceeding to Australia on 1st July, via Pago Pago in American Samoa. 

Rendezvousing off Gabo Island on 21st July, the fleet divided into two contingents that headed simultaneously to Melbourne and Sydney.

Melbourne, as the official capital of Australia and temporary seat of Federal Parliament at the time, received the larger contingent of 44 vessels, including the flagship USS SEATTLE, 3 battle ships USS PENNSYLVANIA, NEVADA and OKLAHOMA, 5 light cruisers USS RICHMOND, TRENTON, MARBLEHEAD MEMPHIS and OMAHA, 26 destroyers 2 minelayers, 2 depot ships for destroyers and 5 support ships.   Meanwhile, Sydney hosted the 8 largest battleships and remaining support vessels.

The ships heading south to visit Melbourne comprised the following:-

THE FLAGSHIP




FLORILLA LEADERS

USS Seattle





USS Decatur








USS Litchfield

BATTLESHIPS




CRUISERS


USS Oklahoma




USS Richmond

USS Nevada




USS Trenton

USS Pennsylvania



USS Memphis








USS Marblehead








USS Omaha

DESTROYERS




MINE LAYERS
USS McDermut




USS Ludlow
USS Moody





USS Burns

USS Sinclair





USS John Francis Burns



DEPOT SHIPS FOR DESTROYERS
USS Sommers




USS Melville
USS Percival




USS Altair

USS Kennedy

USS Stoddart




AUXILIARIES

USS Farquhar




USS Medusa   -  Repair Ship

USS Paul Hamilton



USS Ramapo  -  Oil Tanker

USS Shirk





USS Neches   -  Oil Tanker

USS Sloat





USS Cuvama  -  Oil Tanker

USS Yarborough




USS Bridge     -  Stores Ship

USS Wood






USS Kidder

USS Robert Smith

USS Chase

USS Mervine

USS Mullaney

USS Sumner

USS Farenholt

USS MacDonough

USS Melvin

USS Thompson

The ships heading North to visit Sydney included the following:-

BATTLESHIPS

USS California


USS New Mexico   

USS Mississippi


USS Idaho

USS West Virginia


USS Colorado

USS Maryland


USS Tennessee

AUXILIARIES


USS Relief        -   Hospital Ship

USS Aretie        -   Stores Ship

USS Kanawha   -  Oil Tanker

USS Sapelo       -  Oil Tanker
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The USS Seattle and the USS Pennsylvania at Station Pier during a visit to Melbourne by the American fleet in July/August 1925.

The Melbourne visit commenced with the arrival of the fleet which were units of the USN Pacific Fleet, entering Port Phillip Bay on Thursday the 23rd July 1925.   Admiral Coontz led the fleet into the bay aboard his flagship the USS SEATTLE.

As the fleet approached Melbourne, the YMCA put out a call for families willing to host an American sailor for dinner and overnight accommodation.

Witnessed by thousands of spectators lining the shoreline and aboard the excursion paddle steamers Weeroona and Hygeia, the fleet entered Port Phillip Heads and proceeded up the Bay to anchor in Hobson’s Bay and berth at the Port Melbourne Piers and Victoria Dock.   The berthing arrangements included three battleships and the USS SEATTLE at Princes Pier, two cruisers and the repair ship at Town Pier, an Oil Tanker at Breakwater Pier, all Destroyers in lines abreast at Victoria Dock, three Cruisers and the remaining fleet units at anchor in the Bay.

As was the case with the 1908 “Great White Fleet” visit, the “Naval & Military Club” of Melbourne again played host to the USN Officers during this 1925 visit by assisting with entertainment and by extending the hospitality of the club towards them.

President of the club during the time of the visit was General Sir John Monash.   

On Tuesday morning the 28th July 1925 Sir John, in both his capacity as President of the “Naval & Military Club” and that of Chairman of the State Electricity Commission of Victoria, arranged for a special train to take both he and 50 of the USN Officers for a tour of the recently completed SEC Yallourn Power Station.   The senior USN Officer in attendance on the tour was Captain R.R. Griswold of the Flagship USS SEATTLE.   At that time USN Officers were required to be proficient with ships engine room functioning as well as with deck duties, therefore, they found the tour of the SEC most interesting, in particular the conversion of low grade brown coal into electricity.   That same evening, Sir John entertained another party of 50 USN Officers at dinner at the Alfred Place Club, assisted by 50 members of the “Naval & Military Club”.

Entertainment provided for officers and sailors of the fleet while in Melbourne included:- Base ball matches at the Melbourne Cricket Ground and Albert Park; an official reception for Admirals, Captains and Officers at Queen’s Hall, Parliament House; a Governor General’s Ball at Government House (Tuesday 28th July); a Lord Mayor’s Ball for 3000 guests at the Exhibition Building (Wednesday 30th July); a Race Meeting at Caulfield and Fireworks Display from St. Kilda Pier (Saturday 1st August); Gala Performances at many of Melbourne’s main theatres and cinemas; numerous motor and train day trips to destinations out of Melbourne and a farewell Ball aboard the ships.

Other notes of general interest are highlighted in the following point format:-

1. In addition to Admiral Robert E Coontz USN, a number of other USN Admirals accompanied the fleet on this Melbourne visit including the following:

VICE ADMIRAL H.A. WILEY          
   REAR ADMIRAL F.H. SCHOFIELD

REAR ADMIRAL W.V. PRATT    
            REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAM C. COLE

REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH ZEIGEMLER    REAR ADMIRAL P.T. MAGRUDER

2. Representing the President of the United States, Mr. Calvin John Coolidge 

was Mr. Curtis D. Williams US Secretary for the Navy who was also with the   Fleet. 

3. Admiral Coontz Commander in Chief of the Fleet, also visited Australia with the “Great White Fleet” during 1908.   He was then a lieutenant Commander and Executive Officer of the Battleship USS NEBRASKA.

4. 1500 Straw Paillasses (mattresses) were made by men from Victoria Flinders Naval Base for use by men of the US Fleet enjoying the hospitality of the YMCA.   The US visitors slept at Wirths Park.

5. Melbournians were advised, via the press, that should the visiting US sailors present gold coins as payment for goods or services the exchange rate was as follows:-

DOUBLE EAGLE
=
4 POUNDS 2 SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE

EAGLE


=
2 POUNDS 1 SHILLING & THREEPENCE

HALF EAGLE

=
1 POUND & SEVEN PENCE HALFPENNY

QUARTER EAGLE
=
10 SHILLINGS & THREEPENCE THREE FARTHINGS

Dollar notes may also be circulated by the visitors.   The value of the one dollar note is 4 shillings and a penny halfpenny.

Four of the light Cruisers left Melbourne on 1st August for a brief visit to Hobart, while the remainder of the Fleet departed on 6th August, headed for various New Zealand Ports.   The visit was acclaimed as an outstanding success and can best be described as an excellent exchange of goodwill between the visiting US Navy Ambassadors and the people of Australia.

It also played a significant role in strengthening Australia-American relations during the interwar years in the lead up to the signing of the formal “ANZUS ALLIANCE”.

Perhaps now given a three year interval to contemplate the concept, the League may consider celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 1925 “Goodwill” visit to Australia by the USN.

Although 56 USN ships for a visit to Australia in 2015 may prove to be too tall an order to achieve, at least one Arleigh Burke Class Destroyer to fly the colours may be possible.   That period would also tie-in with the 50th anniversary of the start of the RAN’S participation in the Vietnam War, plus the year of the “ANZAC” centenary, and would justify also a visit to Melbourne by the RAN at the same time.
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Any person with an interest in maritime affairs, or who wishes to acquire an interest
in, or knowledge of, maritime affairs and who wishes to support the objectives of
the League, is invited to join.

OBJECTIVES
The principal objective of the Navy League of Australia is “The maintenance of the
maritime well-being of the Nation” by:

Keeping before the Australian people the fact that we are a maritime nation
and that a strong Navy supported by maritime elements of the Air Force and
Army and other Government maritime agencies are indispensable elements of
our national well-being and vital to the freedom of Australia.

Promoting defence self-reliance by supporting maritime research, defence
industry, Australian shipping, ship-building, port and transport infrastructure
and offshore resource exploration and development.

Promoting and encouraging the interest and training of youth in the sea.

ACTIVITIES
The Navy League of Australia works towards its objectives in a number of ways:

By including in its membership leading representatives of the many elements
which form the maritime community.

Through soundly-based contributions by members to journals and
newspapers, and other media comment.

By publishing The Navy, a quarterly journal reporting on local and overseas
maritime happenings, past, present and projected.

By organising symposia, ship visits and various other functions of maritime
interest throughout the year.

By supporting the Australian Navy Cadets, and assisting in the provision of
training facilities.

Member participation is encouraged in all these activities.

POLICY
The policy of the League can be found at the back of The Navy.




Contact Hon. Secretary: Ray Gill

P.O. Box 2340

Mt. Waverley  Victoria

3149


raydotgill@optusnet.com.au
The maintenance of the maritime wellbeing of the nation - is the principal objective of the Navy League of Australia 
Correspondence:- All articles for publication in the Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) Newsletter, should be addressed to the Editor, Frank McCarthy, email:-  (alistle@bigpond.com).   All other correspondence should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) P.O.Box 2340, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149: (raydotgill@optusnet.com.au).

Disclaimer:- Opinions and views expressed in editorial and contributed articles are those of the author and are not necessarily those of the Navy League.  The Editor reserves the right to publish abridged articles, special features due to space constraints.   The Navy League Editor and authors expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, whether a Navy League member or not, who acts or fails to act as a consequence of reliance upon the whole or part of this publication.  No responsibility is accepted by the Navy League for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements.   Publication of any advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Navy League of any product, nor warrant its suitability.  Advertisements are published by the advertisers.
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