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	LHD NUSHIP CANBERRA ARRIVES IN VICTORIA

On Thursday 17th October 2012, after an 18,000 kilometre nine week journey, Nuship Canberra arrived in Port Phillip Bay.

The Hull of Nuship Canberra LHD 02, was carried on the Dutch flagged heavy lift ship MV Blue Marlin from Spain where the hull of Canberra was built.   Blue Marlin travelled the long way to Melbourne via the Cape of Good Hope.

Once the stays holding Canberra’s hull to Blue Marlin were removed in Geelong, Blue Marlin transferred to deep water off Frankston where she semi-submerged allowing Canberra to float free.   From Frankston, Canberra was towed by tugs to the BAE dockyard at Williamstown for further fit-out.

At BAE Williamstown, Nuship Canberra will be fitted with her superstructure, also the installation of the combat and communications and navigations systems.    The Navy League will “Keep Watch” on the progress of Nuship Canberra at Williamstown until her handover to the RAN in 2014.   Nuship Adelaide will then follow in similar format.
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The Hull of Nuship Canberra LHD02
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	CADETS ON PARADE

“Australian Navy Cadets” attached to training ship VOYAGER at Williamstown, paraded for their National Assessment on Sunday 7th October 2012.

The Cadets, under the command of C.O SBLT Jeff Paull, were assessed by Captain John Gill ANC National Commander of the “Australian Navy Cadets”.

TS VOYAGER unit Cadets were amongst the five finalists vying for the Navy League of Australia efficiency trophy for the most efficient unit in Australia.

The Navy League of Australia was represented at the assessment, as was Senior Naval Officer Victoria (SNOVIC) by CO of HMAS CERBERUS Recruit School CMDR. Aaron Nye RAN.

The winner of the Navy League trophy is expected to be announced during November 2012.   The Navy League wishes the five finalists all the best in their quest for the trophy.



	VALE

The Navy League of Australia is saddened to learn of the passing of Mrs. Susan Redman.

Mrs. Redman, the wife of the League’s Victoria Division immediate Past President, LCDR. John Redman RAN RET’D, passed away 17th October 2012.

The Navy League of Australia, Victoria Division, pays the following tribute.


	The Navy League of Australia Victoria Division Executive Committee and Members 
Send you their heartfelt condolences and sympathy for the passing of Susan.

We wish there were words that one could say

Or something we could do

To ease somehow the sadness

Your loss has brought to you

Though sorrow is a lonely thing,

Please know that others share

And we send you our best wishes  

To let you know we care.

God Bless

LCDR Roger Blythman RFD RANR

President 




SEAFARERS MEMORIAL SERVICE

The annual Seafarers Memorial Service took place this year 21st October 2012, at St. Pauls Cathedral followed by a Shrine of Remembrance Service later the same day.   The Navy League was well represented at these Services.

The Seafarers Memorial Service, a Service of Remembrance, is conducted jointly by the Mission to Seafarers and the Royal Australian Navy and has been conducted since the year 1907.

RAN COLLEGE CENTENARY

Our friends at Geelong will also be doing some celebrating in March next year.   The “Osborne Park Association” (OPA) is planning to celebrate the Centenary of the RAN College, Osborne House North Geelong on Saturday 2nd March and Sunday 3rd March 2013.   Details of the programme for this event will be made known as those details come to hand.
FORTHCOMING NAVY LEAGUE EVENTS

The Navy League will be hosting a luncheon on Thursday 22nd November 2012 at the Mercure Melbourne Hotel Treasury Gardens, 13 Spring Street, Melbourne at 1200 for 1230.

The luncheon is to welcome the Commanding Officer and Executive Officer from the French Naval ship Vendemiaire which will be visiting Melbourne during that period.

To attend the luncheon contact CMDR. John Wilkins email: jmwilkins34@netspace.net.au bookings are open @ $45.00 per head.
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AUSTRALIAN NAVY FOUNDATION DAY
Arrangements are now well in hand for next years “Australian Navy Foundation Day Creswell Oration”, which will take place on Friday March 1st 2013 at the Wm Angliss Restaurant Centre 550 Little Lonsdale Street between King and Spencer Street Melbourne.

The Creswell Oration will be presented by Vice Admiral Peter Jones AO RAN.

To attend the luncheon-Oration see brochure below. 
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1st March 1901 - Foundation of Australia’s Navy - The Commonwealth Naval Force (CNF).
“Creswell Oration” established in 2001 by Victoria Division Navy League of Australia, and supported by Naval Association
of Australia Victoria Section, Naval Officers’ Club in Victoria and Naval Historical Society Victoria Chapter - who
together form the “Australian Navy Foundation Day Organising Committee” (ANFDOC).

112* Anniversary of AUSTRALIAN NAVY FOUNDATION DAY
“CRESWELL ORATION 2013” - FRIDAY 1st MARCH 2013
Presented by - RAN Chief Capability Development Group
VICE ADMIRAL Peter Jones A0 DSC RAN
TITLE: “”The Royal Australian Naval College Vice Admiral Creswell’s Vision and Legacy”.
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DATE: Friday 1st March 2013. TIME: 1200 for 1230
LOCATION: William Angliss Institute Restaurant, 550 Little Lonsdale St. Melbourne.
COST: $40 per head.
DRESS: Uniform, Lounge suit/ Day dress - Decorations & Medals optional.
BOOK NOW: Post cheque endorsed “Navy League”to P.O. Box 2340 Mount Waverley 3149
INQUIRIES: _Transport - Trams in Latrobe and Spencer streets, buses in Lonsdale street.
Southern Cross Railway Staton two blocks away.
Navy League of Australia Victoria: Tel: 9842 4256; Email:raydotgill@optusnet.com.au
Naval Association of Australia Victoria: Tel: 5977 5967; Email: rkime@bigpond.com
Naval Officers Club in Victoria: Tel: 5983 2416; Email:john@brianjohnbird.com
: Naval Historical Society, Victoria Chapter: Tel: 9850 8497; Email:rex.f.williams@gmail.com.
William Angliss Institute Restaurant 9606 2108

BOOK EARLY RSVP - Wednesday 20 February 2013 [BooK EARLY

ANFDay Organising Committee 2013
P.O. Box 2340 Mount Waverley 3149

“CRESWELL ORATION 2013” - FRIDAY 1st MARCH 2013

“CRESWELL ORATION 2013” - Luncheon.

Please find enclosed my Cheque/Money Order payable to “Navy League” $ . . . .. for. .. .. persons to attend the
Australian Navy Foundation Day “Creswell Oration - 2013” Luncheon, at the William Angliss Institute Restaurant,
accessed from 550 Little Lonsdale St. Melbourne - hefween Spencer and King streets. FRIDAY 1st. Mar 2013 @ 1200.

PLEASE PRINT NAME(S) -

Tel: Email: Address

SiNov 2013





“AS IT WAS”

MELBOURNE CUP NAVY VISITORS

It is always good to see the White Ensign flying proudly in Melbourne, in particular at this time of the year for Navy Week which coincides with Melbourne, and Australia’s, famous horse racing event the “Melbourne Cup”.   This year 2012 it was HMAS WARRAMUNGA doing the honours as the sole RAN representative; HMAS PARRAMATTA was a late scratching for the event.

By turning the clock back 75 years and viewing the following images, we can see a much bigger field of RAN starters at Port Melbourne in town for the 1937 Melbourne Cup.   The RAN have been regular visitors for the event over many years, however, in much fewer numbers over recent times.   Let’s hope that our 1937 visitors had a pound or two or a few shillings at least, on the 1937 cup winner “The Trump”.   Best wishes were also extended to Ships Company of WARRAMUNGA in their 2012 Melbourne Cup punting endeavours.

The October 30th 1937 image of RAN fleet units at Station Pier show the heavy cruisers HMAS AUSTRALIA and CANBERRA; Destroyers WATERHEN and VENDETTA, then in the foreground the Grimbsy Class Sloop HMAS SWAN, with just the funnel of the Flotilla Leader HMAS STUART visible opposite.   No sign of the first HMAS WARRAMUNGA amongst these fleet units, as the first HMAS WARRAMUNGA would not join the fleet until her commissioning five years later in 1942.
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HMA ships: Australia, Canberra, Waterhen, Swan Stuart
NOVEMBER 2000

Twelve years ago, on the 25th November 2000 the Navy League celebrated the centenary of the formation of the first on-going branch of the League in Australia.

On 26th November 1900 branch number 53 was formed in Launceston, Tasmania with a nine member original “Committee-of-Management” team.

In 2000 the Navy League of Australia celebrated the centenary  by holding the Leagues AGM and Federal Council Meeting in Launceston followed by a centenary dinner which was attended by the Governor of Tasmania,  also Commodore Rowan Moffitt representing the Chief of Navy, plus Senior Officers from the Fremantle Class Patrol Boat HMAS Bunbury, visiting Launceston for the Leagues celebration.   The Senior Officers from HMAS BUNBURY included C.O. LCDR Michelle Miller.

At the centenary dinner guests had the choice of dining on Tasmanian salmon, chicken a la diable or fillet of trevally, followed by chocolate marquis or Tasmanian pear strudel, all washed down with fine Tasmanian wines and fine Tasmanian ale.

Speaking of fine Tasmanian ale, the Victoria Division  members of the League’s may, or may not be aware that a member of the original 1900 nine member committee in Launceston was James Boag of beer brewing fame.

James Boag, with his father James Boag Senior established “James Boag and son brewery of Launceston Tasmania.   Their business activities included the take-over of the Launceston “Esk Brewery” and the neighbouring “Cornwall Brewery”.

At the time of James Boag Jnr’s committee of management membership with the Navy League, he was also a Lieutenant in the Launceston volunteer rifles and a Warden of the Launceston Marine Board.

The history of the Navy League in Australia currently being compiled in book form will certainly make for an interesting read.

 EVENTS IN ENGLAND’S HISTORY OVER THE LAST 1700 YEARS AFFECTED THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT AND ORGANISATION OF BRITAIN’S NAVY.
1748 AD  - Admiralty introduces standard Naval uniforms for the first time.   To understand the development of British history and its Navy the following brief summaries point to important events.

By CMDR John M Wilkins OAM RFD*

42AD – Britain Invaded -   Roman invasion and occupation of Britain commenced under the rule of the Roman Emperor Claudius.   xe "Gildas the 6thC. Monk"Gildas, a 6th C. Welsh Monk, records that xe "Joseph of Arimathea"Joseph of Arimathea landed in Britannia in AD38, in the year of the death of the Emperor Tiberius.    Joseph arrived with his family and others, having fled Jerusalem to the safety of Wales in the most remote area of the Western Empire.    

Legend has King Caratacus the leader of the anti-Roman campaign that managed to resist the Roman invasion for nearly nine years, being influenced by Joseph and also his sister Gladys, wife, daughter Gladys and son Linus, into following the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth crucified by the Romans at Jerusalem.    

 Legend indicates Joseph gave the Celtic Kings the Red Cross (St George) to use during their ten year battle against the Roman Legions.   A symbol still in use in England and its Royal Navy, 

250 AD - After 200 years of occupation of England, a Province of the Western Roman Empire, the Roman Empire commenced constructing defences along the east coast, positioning Galleys to protect the seaward approaches.    Carausius, Roman Commander of the fleet was able to repel a Saxon attack on Britain, in what is called his “Victoria Germanica”.    Carausius’s fleet had defended the coast for a decade against all comers.

286 AD - Carausius seized power, and proclaimed himself Emperor of Britain, a position he occupied up until 293 AD.   

296 AD - Constantius Chlorus regained control of Britain for Imperial Rome, and then established a chain of massive forts along the east coast from the Wash to Southhampton Water.  The West coast remaining largely unprotected.   

400 AD - By the early 5th. century the Romans formed five British Roman provinces two of whom were 

•
The northern province under the Duke of the Britons,  

•
New South Eastern forts under Commander-in-Chief, Count of the Saxon Shore, whose fleet controlled the seaward approaches.  

420 AD - The Roman legions recruited Continental Saxons and they were progressively retired and settled in British Roman provinces.    The Roman Emperor Honorius, wrote to British leaders informing them that Roman legions would withdraw and that they were now on their own.   Rome was now under attack from Vandals and northern tribes.   This finalised the previous 20 years actions as Roman Legions had been progressively withdrawn from Britain to protect Rome.   Britain was left to defend itself led by Romanised Britons who organised local defences against increasing raids by Continental Saxons and other raiders, Normans and Danes.   Rome fell, and the Western Empire ceased to exist but the Roman Eastern Byzantine Empire survived and would for last another thousand years.  

420 AD – 700AD :   The Romans failure to develop a clear local naval policy for Britain during its 400 year occupation of Britain saw Britain come under attack by Continental raiders who in some cases killed all existing British settlers and occupied their land,   History refers to this period as the ‘Dark Ages’ of Britain but law and order did exist.   Recent British archaeological discoveries indicate that Britain went on to build towns, farms and regularly trade with, and have ongoing dialogue with the xe "Byzantine Empire"Roman Byzantine Eastern Empire, whose traders regularly visited Britain.   The Western Roman Empire no longer existed but the Empire of the East was a powerful Empire and its traders visited Britain’s western ‘kingdoms’, regularly at points along the south west and west coasts for trade.

500AD - King Arthur has had many stories told of his 6th century battles in Britain’s West, possibly involving Wessex and the Welsh kingdoms of Britannia, suffering attacks by Saxons living in Britain who were descendants of former Roman Legionaries settled in central and southern England.   

Modern research re-examines the confused stories, legends and mistranslations of this period.   Lawless periods and constant wars did exist.   Also the effects of a worldwide drought and famine in the 6th.Century.  These resulted from the cataclysmic volcanic explosions that split, what we now know as, the Indonesian archipelago in c535AD.   This natural event left serious side effects globally, drought and famine for the next 100 years.  This changed the direction of world history.   However Britons continued expanding their Romanised culture, as they repelled or fled from periodic attacks by Continental-Saxons, Vikings and Normans.   

789 AD - The invading Anglo Saxons had established permanent communities and their Anglo-Saxon xe "Offa, King of Wessex and Mercia"King, Offa of Wessex and Mercia, was known to have expelled an xe "Egbert, Anglo-Saxon leader c789"Anglo-Saxon leader, Egbert to the continent as he was a threat to the “Royal” line.    

 802 AD - Egbert finally returned to Britain to become King Egbert of Wessex.  In his second marriage he produced a son in 816AD Æthelwulf who married Osburga.   They had four sons  xe "Æthelbald c840"Æthelbald,  Ethelbert, Ethelred and Alfred.    Æthelwulf and Æthelbald,  Ethelbert, Ethelred  each served in turn as Kings of Wessex.   Æthelwulf and Æthelbald in turn, were married to the very young Judith of France, daughter of Charles the Bald.   She was friend to Alfred, her stepson in the first instance, who then became her brother-in-law.   On the death of Alfred’s brother, Æthelbald, in 860, Judith returned to her father Charles the Bald, eloping in 863, with widower Baldwin of Lomme, 5th Count of Cleve and Judith and Baldwin’s son Baldwin of Boulogne, b:c864, married Ælfthryth [Elftrudis], Alfred’s daughter, in c894.    Egbert and Alfred’s families had great influence in Continental Europe’s noble families.
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  871- 899 AD  King Alfred the Great - born at Wantage c847-8 in Oxfordshire (King Egbert’s grandson), fourth son of King Ethelwulf of Wessex and his first wife, Osburga.   Alfred’s three living elder brothers were Ethelbald, Ethelbert and Ethelred 1.   Alfred had accompanied his father on a pilgrimage to Rome and spent time at the King of the Franks’ court of xe "Charles the Bald, c854–855"Charles the Bald, c854–855.    Ethelwulf died 858 and each of Alfred’s three elder brothers ruled Wessex in succession until it was Alfred’s turn and as King of Wessex he went on to earn the title “King Alfred the Great”.  

Alfred saved England from the Vikings, defeated the Danes who became Christians.  King Alfred, a great national leader, was ruthless and shrewd with a keen historical appreciation and sensitivity about the opinion of his subjects.   He realised seapower was important and designed a prototype 60 oar longship “swifter, steadier, higher and more responsive than others”.   His new ships reputedly grounded in action and foundered in storms but his naval efforts did not go unnoticed in history.  Alfred, in 875, is the first recorded King to go to sea and battle a seven ship Danish fleet, capturing one and forcing the others to flee.  Earlier naval battles by Aethelwulf in 851, c833 & c840, did not effect Alfred’s title, ‘Father of the British Navy’.  His role in Naval seapower was acknowledged by later Kings, some following his example.   

A thousand years later the Royal Navy and the United States Navy both claimed King Alfred the Great as founder of their Naval traditions. 
Alfred reformed the army, commenced educating the largely illiterate populace and improved the civil laws.   Britain did not have a government over the several local kingdoms, Alfred standing alone in continuing to train his army and build his seapower.   Britain, vulnerable to numerous maritime based attacks from Continental Danes and Saxons, soon felt the power of Alfred’s policies as they were brought under his control.  
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Three generations later, Alfred’s greatgrandson, King Edgar, built on his example.

959-975 AD, Edgar - At 14 years of age Edgar was elected as King of England.  He eventually ruled all the local Kingdoms and the islands and Oceans lying around Britain’s borders.   He wielded more power, ruled more lands, than had been achieved since days of his Uncle, King Athelstan (924-940).   Athelstan, was the first to conquer the kingdoms of the British Angles and the other nations of Britain.   This achievement was not supported by the monarchs who followed him - xe "Edmund 1 (Edgar’s father)"Edmund 1 (Edgar’s father), Edred (Edgar’s Uncle) and Edwig (Edgar’s brother).   They did not extend the kingdom’s borders beyond Athelstan’s acquisitions.   It was left to King Edgar to create a united kingdom.   He chose three most influential clerics of the period as his faithful counsellors, spiritual fathers and advisers  - Dunstan, Ethelwold & Oswald - all who were to leave a lasting imprint on Britain’s history for over a thousand years.    

• Archbishop Dunstan (later a Saint) was of noble birth, b.c909, near Glastonbury, England, d:May 19, 988, Canterbury.  Educated by Irish monks at Glastonbury, joined the household of his uncle, Archbishop Aethelhelm of Canterbury and attended the court of English King Athelstan, known as ‘King of all the English’.    Here he was subjected to malicious accusations of practising black arts, causing him take refuge with Bishop Aelfheah (Elphege) of Winchester, whose influence saw him become a monk and later ordained.   Dunstan later lived as a hermit at Glastonbury, learning various crafts and music.  King Athelstan’s successor, King Edmund I, recalled Dunstan as one of his counsellors commissioning him to restore the monastic life at Glastonbury.   This started the revival of organised monasticism in England which had been experiencing the murderous invasions by continental Viking and Saxon hordes, and attacks by local English magnates.   In c943 Edmund made Dunstan, Abbot of Glastonbury which he soon made famous as a school.  Under Edmund’s successor, Eadred, Dunstan became chief minister of state, seeking to establish royal authority, conciliating the Danish section of the kingdom, eradicating heathenism and reforming clergy and laity.  
Dr D.J.V.Fisher’s research reveals Dunstan founded, or refounded, after c957, many Abbeys including Bath, Exeter, Westminster and Malmsbury.   He was responsible for a conference of Bishops which drew up the Regularis Concordia, a national monastic observance code, embracing Continental custom and the Rule of St. Benedict.    The important difference was monasteries were integrated into the life of the people, not confined behind their own walls.   On King Eadwig (Edwy) succeeding as king in 955, Dunstan apparently quarrelled with him and Eadwig exiled him to Flanders.   Here Dunstan studied modern continental monasticism.   

957 AD -  Edwy’s licentious incompetent rule created a revolt, splitting the kingdom, Edwy retaining Wessex, with his 14 year old brother Edgar becoming King of the North.   Edwy’s death in 959 averted civil war and Edgar became overall King.   He recalled Dunstan, making him Bishop of Worcester and London and Archbishop of Canterbury.  
973 AD - Dunstan established the ‘Ordo’ for Edgar’s coronation at Bath c973, used for centuries as a guide for future English coronation ritual.   He became chief adviser to the kings of Wessex and on Edgar’s death, in 975, Dunstan secured the crown for Edgar’s elder son, later known as St. Edward the Martyr, murdered in 978.   He was succeeded by Ethelred (Aethelred) II.   Following Edgar’s death anti-monastic attitudes surfaced aimed at the now powerful monasteries.   Dunstan retired to Canterbury, teaching at the cathedral school becoming renowned for his metal work, bell founding and scribe and draughtsman.   His considerable musical skill playing the harp and singing was used to enhance worship.   He was known as a gentle master and was cherished by his pupils.   His emblem in art is a pair of tongs.  One biographer considered he also should have had the title “Great” applied to him, like Arthur.

• Bishop Ethelwold  - Bishop of Winchester (later called a Saint), b: c908, at Beddington, became a monk at Glastonbury, under Dunstan.  Consecrated Bishop of Winchester in 963, he immediately ejected the secular clergy from the cathedral and the New Minster, replacing them with monks.   He instituted reforms regardless of the opposition, was merciless to the slack, but with great sympathy for the good-willed and unfortunate.  He drew up the Regularis Concordia, translating books into English for those who did not understand Latin. 

• Bishop xe "Oswald, Saint  - Bishop of Worcester & Archbishop"Oswald  - Bishop of Worcester & Archbishop of York (also later called a Saint) b:c925 at Worcester.   His Danish parents settled in England and his uncle St Odo of Canterbury educated him.  He trained in France at the Abbey of Fleury, learning monastic discipline.  He worked with Dunstan and Ethelwold in restoring monasticism in England and was interested in fostering education.  In 972 he was made Archbishop of York, retaining Worcester.    He was known for his gentleness, kindness and the love people had for him.

Edgar received wise counsel from these three outstanding clerics and placed his trust in them, gaining valuable insights into ruling a nation.   He is known to have issued just and wise decrees over his 23 year reign being called ‘Edgar the Pacific’.

It is recorded he planned for the wealth and peace of his kingdom by assembling four thousand eight hundred (4800) powerful ships and deploying them around the British Isles.   Four fleets each of one thousand two hundred ships (1200) each stationed - 

1.  North Sea to the East, 

2.  Irish Sea to the West, 

3.  North coast of Scotland 

4.  South Coast of England.  

His preparedness saw the kingdom’s defences stop centuries old periodical attacks by Danes, Vikings, Continental-Saxons, Vandals and Franks, who ravaged the land and slaughtered the populations to the point of extermination of local English tribes. 

Edgar achieved a high state of battle readiness as he personally served several months each year with his four permanent Squadrons, training them constantly.  His post Easter tours of inspection and naval reviews, visits to all ports and harbours and ensuring constant readiness to secure the nation from threats of invasion, maintained the Kingdom’s seapower.   His Naval Reviews were practical and theoretical with manoeuvres involving mock battles to test each squadron’s preparedness and skills.  

He sailed his fleet to Ireland, defeated the Danes, and captured Dublin.  He now ruled the greater part of Ireland with its very powerful city of Dublin, compelling them to bow their necks to his rule and acknowledge his sea power.   

Britain now ruled over the kingdom and some 6000+ Islands of the Ocean and warlike kings, as far away as Norway.  He made subjects of the Scots, the Cumbrians, and the Britons - he had achieved a united British Isles.   

He sailed his powerful fleet to Chester, where he obtained formal pledges of loyalty from the several local rulers drawn from the Welsh, Scottish, Cumbrian and Scandinavian communities of that location.  This enhanced his political strength and ensured his rule as King of the British Isles.  

Edgar travelled throughout all the provinces of his kingdom assessing how those in authority applied his law and justice decrees.  He was careful that the poor suffering injustice from those in power received justice, and he promoted courage and justice which benefited Crown and State.   Like Alfred he wanted an educated population.   He reformed the coinage and supported Bishop Dunstan’s reformation of the Benedictine Order of Monks as their agricultural skills and training were greatly benefiting Britain.  He was not without some vices for it is recorded he had a liking for the ladies at every opportunity.   

Thus on every side his enemies feared his sea power, but the love his subjects had for him increased daily.  He gradually achieved national security through seapower, and the Kingdom experienced an era of peaceful trade, much like the short period during Alfred’s reign.  Alfred and Edgar both knew that their Navy had to be a pro-active sea power in order to have a real defence for the island nation of Britain.   

Edgar successfully established, and maintained a secure and safe Britain through his dedicated and practical interest in seapower.   Other Continental noble families acknowledged the strength of his seapower, and Viking raids almost ceased during his reign.  Edgar ruled wisely for 23 years, with the help of his advisers, England’s seapower ensuring his success.    It appears he had taken note of his forebear King Offa (d:c796) who wisely stated:- 

                      “He who would be secure on land must be supreme at sea”.

Edgar, King of the combined English realm, d:975, during the Ides of July in his 37th year, the 23rd year of his reign, buried at Glastonbury, See of Archbishop Dunstan, one of his three trusted advisers.  
Edgar’s rule was followed by 6 Saxon Kings ending in Harold II, who was defeated by the invasion of England by French Normans - William the Conqueror, who in turn was succeeded by William II, Henry I, Stephen (plagued by an 11 year civil war with the Empress Matilda for the throne), then Henry II and Richard I.   

During King Henry II’s reign William Marshall, 4th son of a minor baron (later as Earl of Pembroke) became the King’s companion loyal knight to his sons (King) Richard I and (King) John in turn.   Before King John none seemed to display any significant effort to follow King Edgar’s lead of maintaining a strong Naval fleet of sufficient size and training that its seapower would protect the realm and maintain the peace.  

xe "King John, King 1199"1199-1216   King John, a King of doubtful repute, was loyally supported by William Marshall, until John exiled him to his estates.  King John took a personal interest in his Naval fleet making it obtain his permission before they could sail.  When the King of France threatened Britain, King John sent his large British fleet to France where it successfully destroyed the French invasion fleet before it left port. Four years later France threat to England saw John order his fleet to sail commanded by the King’s “Keeper of the King’s Ships”, cleric, Archdeacon William of Tauton.  He achieving a great success but the French persisted and King John was forced to recall his most powerful baron William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke to lead the army against French troops landing in England, defeating them and saving England and King John.   John’s navy played its part but Offa’s prediction about sea-power and Edgar’s example were ignored.   John was followed by Henry III, Edward I, Edward II, Edward III, Richard II.    England’s seapower only starting to reorganise under Henry IV. 

1399  King Henry IV created the post Admiral of England or Lord Admiral (later titled xe "Lord High Admiral 1400"Lord High Admiral).   

This was the era (c1421-34) when the Chinese Emperor’s xe "China and its 15th Century fleet"great Naval and Merchant seapower fleet, with vessels as large as 20th century aircraft carriers sailed the world’s oceans for more than two decades on several voyages, supported by a fleet of c300 vessels with 25,000 Imperial troops, under Admiral Zhong He and other Admirals.  

The Chinese Emperor sent Admiral Zhong He on a diplomatic mission to Italy in 1434, where centuries old discoveries and inventions were gifted to the Europeans by the Chinese Emperor’s representative, including navigation charts to guide them to China to pay tribute to the Emperor who considered himself ruler of the world.   

Da Vinci is now thought to have perfected magnificent three dimensional drawings of these Chinese inventions, later attributed to De Vinci as the inventor, rather than to his artistic genius in representing them.  Some researchers consider this information sent by the Emperor of China was the catalyst that launched the European Renaissance.   Explorers like Magellan, Vasco de Gama, Vespucci, Columbus, among many others, all had access to the world wide maps the Chinese had developed over centuries using navigation skills based on the North Polar Star and reputedly accurate to about c30 NM anywhere on the globe.  This was centuries before the development of Harrison’s accurate watch used by James Cook in the 18th. Century.   

Of course they were not the first to travel the world’s seas that honour now goes to the Mediterranean Minoan Empire based on Thera and Crete and the Aegean islands c2700BC.   Current research indicates the possibility that with their hundreds of ships they travelled the world searching for copper and tin ores, as they were the global bronze metal suppliers, during 3000 – 1250BC.  They were forced to travel as far away as Lake Superior in North America when the ore became scarce in Europe and developed the study of the stars to aid their navigation.   They were a Thalassocracy (an Empire based on sea trade) that was wiped out in 1200BC in two days of volcanic eruption. 

1400-1500 AD - Over the next 100 years another six Kings ruled the British realm.  

xe "King John 1199-1216"

xe "Admiral of England"

xe "Lord High Admiral"1509 King Henry VIII.   This monarch begins a better appreciation of the need for seapower when, following his coronation, he reorganised Admiralty and Navy Board into two bodies:  
(1) Navy Board - Administration and implementation - administered by civil departments under the Admiralty  
(2) Admiralty Board - Appointments and strategy.  The Admiralty office retained the Directive/Executive duties of Lord High Admiral.   

Civil administration was managed by a board of principal officers, subordinate to the Lord High Admiral.   The Board of Ordnance, originally instituted for the Navy, fell into the hands of the War Department.   The Navy now suffered from not having full authority over its own ordnance.

1545  A xe "Council for Marine Causes 1545"Council for Marine Causes with four Commissioners were responsible for overseeing Navy’s administrative affairs, later renamed the Navy Board.   The Lord High Admiral, one of nine great Officers of State, retained operational control of the Navy.

xe "Elizabeth I, Queen  1559"1559 Elizabeth I .  During her reign Britain was threatened by a massive Naval attack from Spain as Elizabeth encouraged her navy, permitting privateering and plundering.   Spain’s unsuccessful attack by her Armada nearly bankrupted Spain and she lost her prominence.  

1618 Navy Board replaced by Commissioners responsible to Lord Admiral Buckingham and this arrangement lasted for the next ten years..
1626 King Charles I crowned.   In 1628 he reactivated the office of Lord High Admiral with a Board of Admiralty, known as the Lords Commissioners of Admiralty, to control his Navy.    It comprised Admirals (Naval Lords or Sea Lords) and Civilian Lords (normally politicians).    The President of the Board of Admiralty was known as the First Lord of the Admiralty, and he became a member of the ruling Government’s Cabinet, although Charles I was not known to support Parliament, if he could avoid it.

1649-1660:   After a civil war, between Parliament (representing the people) and the King, a British Commonwealth Republic was formed which executed King Charles 1 for treason for using foreign mercenaries to fight his own subjects.   
Oliver Cromwell, as Lord Protector, abolished the Naval boards, replacing them with xe "Commissioners of the Admiralty 1649"Commissioners of the Admiralty and Naval Commissioners.   The Commonwealth Navy under Cromwell’s Admiral (General) Blake, and other Roundheads, served England with great skill and effectiveness, abolishing many corrupt practices.    

1653  Sick and Hurt Commissioners held office during wartime only.   The Board of Ordnance was so inefficient it was placed under Admiralty where it should have been.   

1660  King Charles II  & Royal Navy - Charles II was offered the throne following the eleven year rule of the Republic.   He reinstated the old order, who waged a war of revenge against those who executed his father.   

1679-1684 Charles II, now acting as his own Lord High Admiral had the good fortune to have Samuel Pepys as his immediate Minister on a par with Secretaries of State.  Pepys became Secretary to Board of Admiralty.  He was highly critical of their 1679-1684 operations for they had not maintained his improvements introduced during 1673-1679.   Among other actions, he now introduced formalised training for Naval officers.  Only two of the thirteen Admiralty Commissioners of this period were seamen the balance being politicians.    Charles II now added the title “Royal” to his Navy.      

xe "King Henry VIII - 1509"

xe "Board of Ordnance"

xe "War Department"

xe "Council for Marine Causes"

xe "Lord High Admiral 1628 reactivated"

xe "Lords Commissioners of Admiralty 1626"

xe "Admiralty First Lord 1626"

xe "Cromwell’s Commonwealth 1649-1660"

xe "Sick and Hurt Commissioners 1653"1684  Victualling Board formed - that replaced the private contractors supplying food and drink to the fleet.

1685 King James II crowned.  

1689-1702 King William III and Queen Mary II 1688-1694   jointly crowned and during their reign in 1691 the Office of Assistant Controller of Victualling Accounts was established, responsible to the Navy Board.   

1700s  The 18th.Century administration lacked Samuel Pepys’ efficient administrative touch.   The Naval Administration of this period gave the impression that great Naval Battles were mostly won by tactics, individual ability and general good morale, in spite of questionable Naval Administrative directions.  

1701 - xe "Admiralty Board Commission dissolved 1701"Admiralty Board Commission dissolved.  

1702 Queen Anne crowned

1709  xe "Lord High Admiral’s office made permanent 1709"Lord High Admiral’s office made permanent (last Lord High Admiral was to be King William IV).   

   Admiralty Board Commission reinstated on death of Lord High Admiral, Prince George of Denmark (Queen Anne’s husband).   From that time, (except for 1827-28 when the Duke of Clarence was Lord High Admiral), the office remained in commission.

1714  King George I  crowned. 
1727  King George II crowned.   

xe "Victualling Board formed 1684"

xe "Assist Controller - Victualling Accounts establish"

xe "Admiralty Board Commission dissolved 1701"

xe "Lord High Admirals office made permanent 1709"1731  Office of Assistant Controller of Victualling Accounts, reporting to Navy Board, was abolished.    Its administration was transferred to a separate Victualling Office.

1740   Sick and Hurt Commissioners, commanded by the Navy Board in peacetime, now became a separate Sick and Wounded Board (SWB).   With no permanent medical organisation, injured were placed into the care of private contractors.  During its first ten years, the SWB founded the Haslar and Stonehouse hospitals.

1740   Britain experienced its most advanced industrial revolution, exporting goods surplus to many countries.   Over 5000 households had hand worked stocking knitting-frames.   Ten years following 1750 saw saltmaking, glass making, cutlery and wool textile (the most important) industries flourishing, with the wool industry creating support industries of spinning, weaving, dyeing, fulling, combing and bleaching.  

Britain’s abundant coal resources, adjacent to its iron ore mines, and increasing population growth saw industries stimulated to meet the consumer demand of other nations weakened by years of war.  The 1805 defeat of Napoleon’s and the Spanish Fleets, England experienced little competition from that time.  Its industrial growth was now aided by the discovery and development of new inventions and techniques - new steam power sources for shipping and land transport and from the 1840s the maritime world’s greatest invention for shipping was Pettit Smith’s screw propeller.   Together with steam power this changed the effectiveness of ocean trade and warships.  By the 1850s shipping no longer relied on windpower and sails but was able to move worldwide with carefully planned schedules.   

The control of scurvy and obtaining fresh water by on-board distillation resulted in improved health of naval crews and ended the need for Naval Press gangs.  These two developments saw Navy’s former major operational sea power constraints, nearly eliminated.  

The Royal Navy’s new Naval Uniforms and buttons became an early part of this growing industrial revolution for the introduction of large-scale production of new standard Royal Naval Uniforms and buttons from 1748 was made economically possible by Britain’s growing industrial might.
1748 - First authorised Naval Uniforms now appear.  Lord Anson issued xe "Uniform Regulations 1748"Uniform Regulations in 1748 to overcome “the inconvenience arising from the want of an establishment of rank and precedence between His Majesty’s Sea and Land Officers as well as from the want of a due distinction among Sea Officers themselves.”   From this date uniforms, influenced by civil fashions of the day, displayed a mixture of common basic features.   

1827-28 the Duke of Clarence was Lord High Admiral.

1853  Admiralty Board structure changed with First Lord now invariably a civilian and First Sea Lord the senior professional member.  

1964 - Admiralty’s 1853 structure in 1964 was changed when HM Queen Elizabeth II resumed the office of Lord High Admiral (following Charles II’s precedent in 1684), with the First Lord and First Sea Lord titles preserved out of regard for tradition.

Our Royal Australian Navy traditions and training were handed down through our Australian Colonial navies to our Commonwealth Australian Navy in 1901, renamed Royal Australian Navy in 1911. 
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Membership
Any person with an interest in maritime affairs, or who wishes to acquire an interest in, or knowledge of, maritime affairs and who wishes to support the objectives of the League, is invited to join.

OBJECTIVES

The principal objective of the Navy League of Australia is” The maintenance of the maritime well-being of the Nation” by:

· Keeping before the Australian people the fact that we are a maritime nation and that a strong Navy supported by maritime elements of the Air Force  and Army and other Government Maritime agencies are indispensable elements of our national well-being and vital to the freedom of Australia.

· Promoting defence self-reliance by supporting maritime research, defence industry, Australian shipping, ship-building, port and transport infrastructure and off shore resource exploration and development.

· Promoting and encouraging the interest and training of youth in the sea.   

ACTIVITIES

The Navy League of Australia works towards its objectives in a number of ways:

· By including in its membership leading representatives of the many elements which form the maritime community.

· Through soundly- based contributions by members to journals and newspapers, and other media comment.

· By publishing The Navy, a quarterly journal reporting on local and overseas maritime happenings, past, present, and projected.

· By organizing symposia, ship visits and various other functions of maritime interests throughout the years.
· By supporting Australian Navy Cadets, and assisting in the provision of training facilities.

Member participation is encouraged in all these activities.

POLICY

The policy of the League can be found at the back of The Navy.
[image: image7.jpg]Joining the League

To become a Member of The League,you do not need to have had any previous maritime
experience. You merely need an interest in maritime affairs. Simply complete the Application
Form below, and post it, together with your first annual subscription of $35.00 (which
includes the four quarterly editions of The Navy), to the Hon Secretary of the Division of the
Navy League in the State in which you reside, the address of which are as follows:

New South Wales Division: GPO Box 1719, Sydney, NSW 2001.

Victorian Division: PO Box 2340, Mt Waverley, Vic 3149.
Queensland Division: GPO Box 1481, Brisbane, QLD 4001.
South Australian Division: PO Box 3008, Unley, SA 5061.
Tasmanian Division: 40 Fleetwood Drive, Speyton, TAS 7310.

West Australian Division: 3 Prosser Way, Myaree, WA 6154.

If you live in the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory, please post the form
to the Hon Secretary of the New South Wales or South Australian Division respectively.

Subscriptions are due on 1 July in each year, and your membership will be current to
30 June immediately following the date on which you join the League, except that if your
first subscription is received during the period 1 April to 30 June in any year, your initial
membership will be extended to 30 June in the following year.

THE NAUY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

To: The Hon. Secretary
The Navy League of Australia

Division

| wish to join the Navy League of Australia, the objectives of which | support, and | enclose a
remittance for $35.00 (including $3.18 GST) being my first annual subscription to 30 June next.

Name: [ Mr] [Mrs][Ms][Rank]

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Street

Suburb State P/code
Phone Mobile

Email

Signature Date

Subscriptions are due on 1 July in each year and your membership will be current to
30 June immediately following the date on which you join the League, except that if your
first subscription is received during the period 1 April to 30 June in any year, your initial
membership will be extended to 30 June in the following year.





Correspondence:- All articles for publication in the Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) Newsletter, should be addressed to the Editor, Frank McCarthy, email:-  (alistle@bigpond.com).   All other correspondence should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) P.O.Box 2340, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149: (raydotgill@optusnet.com.au).

Disclaimer: - Opinions and views expressed in editorial and contributed articles are those of the author and are not necessarily those of the Navy League.  The Editor reserves the right to publish abridged articles, special features due to space constraints.   The Navy League Editor and authors expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, whether a Navy League member or not, who acts or fails to act as a consequence of reliance upon the whole or part of this publication.  No responsibility is accepted by the Navy League for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements.   Publication of any advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Navy League of any product, nor warrant its suitability.  Advertisements are published by the advertisers.   E&OA
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