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	HMAS WARRAMUNGA VISITS MELBOURNE FOR NAVY WEEK AND THE MELBOURNE CUP.

A recent naval visitor to Melbourne was the Anzac Class Frigate HMAS WARRAMUNGA FFH152, under the command of CMDR. Michael Turner with LCDR Mark Taylor as Executive Officer.

Arriving on 2nd November 2012, HMAS WARRAMUNGA was visiting Melbourne in line with Navy Week Celebrations, which coincided also with "Cup Week" in Melbourne.   This was WARRAMUNGA'S second visit to Melbourne this year and followed on from her visit of April in company with HMAS NEWCASTLE.

Prior to her arrival in Melbourne WARRAMUNGA had been engaged in navigational training exercises off the Tasmanian Coast.

It has indeed been a busy year for the 11 year old WARRAMUNGA with some of her activities listed in the following:-

· Exercises off the Australian East Coast

· Exercises off the Australian West Coast

· Anzac Day  Commemoration  visit to New Zealand

· Exercise Kakadu in Northern waters

· Visit to Singapore

· Exercise Singaroo

· Visit to Malaysia

· Visit to Timor Leste

· Visit to Indonesia

At a luncheon-reception hosted by the Navy League, CMDR. Turner detailed some of the more interesting aspects of the above  listed deployments.

Also during WARRAMUNGA'S visit to Melbourne CMDR. Turner advised of the ships open day to visitors, at which many hundreds of visitors toured the ship.

In addition to the Navy League luncheon, some members of WARRAMUNGA'S ships company were also invited to other functions whilst in Melbourne,  including a reception at Government House, a day at Flemington races and functions organised by the HMAS Warramunga Association, Victoria Branch.

Whilst WARRAMUNGA was in South East Asia an onboard Diplomatic Cocktail Party was hosted by the Minister for Veterans Affairs, Warren Snowdon, and Chief of Navy VADM Ray Griggs AO,CSC,RAN.

Cocktails of course play an important role in terms of diplomacy, as cocktails may have been instrumental in the outcome of the "Battle of the River Plate", the naval engagement in 1939 during the early stages of World War Two.

It was Commodore, later to be Admiral Sir Henry Harwood, KCB,OBE,RN., Commander of the South American Division between the years 1936 to 1940 who was able to use friends he had made in Montevideo, during pre-war cocktail parties aboard the Cruiser HMS EXETER, to force the German Pocket Battleship "GRAF SPEE" to leave Port under threat of internment.

It was political pressure from Uruguayans under Harwood's influence, which led to "GRAF SPEE" scuttling in the River Plate, rather than coming out to face the British Commodore and his waiting Cruisers.

Onboard cocktail parties are an excellent form of Naval Diplomacy, as a warship on overseas deployment is a floating Embassy as well as a floating gun or missile battery.   Guns and missiles can overawe, but charm, friendliness and well lubricated hospitality can also make, and keep friends. Whether they be abroad or at home.

If the cocktail party guests, in-between the red or white wines, the pink gins the horses necks and the clink of ice, happen to notice that the spick and span ship in which they are being entertained is also a highly efficient war machine, procured and commissioned into the RAN to protect and defend Australia's interests, both at home and abroad, then so much the better.

Whilst in Melbourne WARRAMUNGA again hosted an onboard reception this time to celebrate Melbourne's Navy Week.   The celebration included "Ceremonial Sunset".

Among the guests were Defence Science and Personnel Minister Warren Snowdon and Former Chief of Navy VADM Russ Crane.

VADM Crane had been present in WARRAMUNGA during the afternoon of the the celebrations to officiate at a book launching of "Ray Parkins Odyssey".   A biography of Ray in a new book written by Ms. Pattie Wright which tells the story of Rays time in HMAS PERTH (1) and as a POW in Japanese captivity. 

Vice Admiral Crane has been in the news recently for another reason, as he was instrumental in  achieving much deserved recognition for a contingent of RAN Clearance Divers, Veterans of the Vietnam War.

Forty four years after they undertook a highly dangerous operation six former RAN Clearance Divers have been honoured with a United States Presidential Unit Citation, signed by the late US President Richard Nixon.

VADM Crane, himself a former RAN Clearance Diver, once alerted to the lack of recognition for the Divers, started proceedings moving in the right direction.

The primary task for RAN Clearance Divers in Vietnam was participation in operation "Stable-door",  it was designed to protect shipping in South Vietnamese Ports from the threat of underwater attack.   The teams secondary task was to dispose of unsafe ordnance through EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) methods.

In the New Year period of 1969 "clearance Diving Team Three" (CDT3) - 4th Contingent, under the leadership of LEUT Clem Littleton, later Commodore Littleton, was issued with an amended operational directive which formerly permitted CDT3 to participate in US Navy "SEAL" type operations.

One such operation codenamed "Sealords" (Southern Asia Lake,Ocean,River and Delta Strategy) entailed the destruction of enemy supply lines, including the Mekong Delta area of Vietnam between August 1968 and March 1969 and for which the citation was presented.

The remaining attendee's of CDT3-4th contingent were presented with their belated award  for "Extraordinary Heroism and Outstanding Performance of Duty" by US Ambassador to Australia Jeff Bleich and RAN Chief of Navy VADM Ray Griggs at HMAS PENGUIN in Sydney on November 30th 2012.

HMAS WARRAMUNGA departed from Melbourne 7th November 2012 bound for Sydney to engage in further exercises off the NSW coast followed by a visit to Adelaide on her way to her home base at HMAS STIRLING Western Australia.

HMAS WARRAMUNGHA was expected to arrive at her home base during mid December 2012 by which time during her current deployment, she will have circumnavigated Australia with some members of the ships company also visiting inland to Tennant Creek to visit the Warumungu Tribe after whom the ship was named.

HMAS WARRAMUNGA, commissioned in March of 2001, is the second ship so named for the  RAN and follows the first HMAS WARRMUNGA, a Tribal Class Destroyer of World War 2 and Korean War fame serving  between 1942 and 1959.
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                        HMAS WARRAMUNGA ARRIVES PORT MELBOURNE
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COMMANDER MICHAEL TURNER HMAS WARRAMUNGA WITH VIC LEAGUE PRESIDENT ROGER BLYTHMAN
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FNS VENDEMIAIRE ARRIVING PORT MELBOURNE
FRENCH FRIGATE VISITS MELBOURNE
Melbourne recently played host to a French naval visitor when the Floreal Class Surveillance 

Frigate FNS Vendemiaire F734, paid a four day visit arriving at Port Melbourne 20th November 2012.
Vendemiaire arrived in Melbourne from her last port of call Cairns, from where she had departed eight days prior.   The ship had been on a diplomatic goodwill mission, with Melbourne her last port of call, before returning to her home port of Noumea, New Caledonia via New Zealand..
FNS Vendemiaire is currently under the command of CMDR Joffrey Guerry with Lieutenant Commander Pierre Louis Deschamps as Executive Officer.

The ship displaces 2950 tonnes, is 93.5 metres in length, has a beam of 14 metres and a draught of 4.5 metres.   Her main armament comprises one 100mm gun, two exocet missile launchers and two 20mm rapid-fire cannons.   The ship also has an “Alouette 111” helicopter embarked.   The ships maximum speed is 20 knots.

The visit by FNS Vendemiaire was the first visit by a French Naval vessel to Melbourne since this same ship visited Melbourne in June 2011.   At that time Vendemiaire was under the Command of CMDR. Stanislas Dechareres.

The ship has a crew of 92,  with  accommodation available onboard for a further 24 Special Forces personnel.

FNS Vendemiaire berthed at Port Melbourne with tugs standing  by but berthed unaided by relying on her own twin screws and bow thruster maneuverability.

During Vendemiaire's passage from Cairns to Melbourne the ship exercised with units of the RAN, including HMA ships "SUCCESS' and   "DARWIN".   Vendemiaire received fuel from SUCCESS whilst underway (RAS) during which time '"SUCCESS" played the French National Anthem, La Marseillaise over the public address system, much to the delight of CMDR. Guerry and all in Vendemiaire.

FNS Vendemiaire is one of six ships of the Floreal Class; Vendemiaire was commissioned in 1993 and is named after the first month of the French Revolutionary calendar  that  lasted from 1793 to 1805.   Vendemiaire means “grape harvest” or vintage month.  

Her sister ships are also named for the seasonal months of this same calendar, they are Floreal,  Prairial, Ventose, Germinal and Nivose.   On previous occasions both Floreal and Nivose have been visitors to Melbourne
Whilst Vendemiaire is a naval vessel, the ship has a layout not unlike a merchant vessel, with her main enemy more likely to be fire, a threat that all onboard are conscious of with fire fighting equipment everywhere and fire drills involving every crew member carried out on a regular basis.

During the ships visit to Melbourne functions were held onboard, including an official luncheon at which the Honorary French Consul in Melbourne Ms. Myriam Boisouvier-Wylie attended, together with other local dignitaries.

The Honorary Consul General,  was also on the pier to welcome the ship on Vendemiaire’s arrival, as was the Canberra based French Deputy Defence Attaché, Maxime Herbaur.

The French Consul General, attended a cocktail party held onboard Vendemiaire at which the Navy League was represented together with representatives from The Naval Association of Australia, The Naval Historical Society Vic., plus 120 other distinguished guests.

CMDR. Michael Oborn XO of HMAS CERBERUS deputised for CAPT. Katherine Richards  as SNO Vic for the occasion.   CMDR. Aaron Nye CO of recruit training HMAS CERBERUS, was also in attendance.

Also during Vendemiaires Melbourne visit the Navy League of Australia Victoria Division played host to the ships C.O.,X.O and Honorary French Consul in Melbourne Ms. Myriam Boisouvier-Wylie   at a luncheon-presentation,  which was hosted by President Roger Blythman,  organised by the Leagues  events co-ordinator CMDR. John Wilkins.
The luncheon-presentation was held at Melbourne’s Mercure Hotel and included an exchange of gifts and memento’s to and from the League and the ship.   Included amongst the guests were CAPT. Paul Willee RANR Ret’d, Elizabeth Sevior, granddaughter of the late Admiral Sir William Creswell and Naval Association Australia Federal President Russel Pettis

.

When Vendemiaire’s C.O. CMDR. Joffery Guerry addressed the League at the luncheon presentation, he spoke further of his ships current mission by advising that in addition to the goodwill, flag showing and diplomacy aspect of the deployment, that his ship projected French involvement, presence and influence within the area’s of his mission particularly in terms of French-Australian solidarity.  

 He spoke also of co-operation and naval exercise's between France and Australia, on this issue CMDR. Guerry spoke  of exercise “Croix du Sud” conducted in October of this year in which Vendemiaire participated.

Exercise “Croix du Sud”, or “Southern Cross”, is a five nation military exercise conducted by the French armed forces in New Caledonia and includes naval vessels and other armed forces from France, New Guinea,  Australia, New Zealand, Tonga, Vanuatu, USA, Canada, UK and Japan as an observer Nation..

The French Naval ship “Jacques Cartier” also participated with “Vendemiaire” whilst the RAN participant at “Croix du Sud” was HMAS “TOBRUK”.
FNS Vendemiaire sailed from Melbourne on the morning of 24th November 2012  bound for her home port of Noumea, New Caledonia, via Wellington and Auckland New Zealand. 
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FNS VENDAMIAIRE DOCKING PORT MELBOURNE
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On Board FNS Vendemiarie with XO (L) CO and Honorary Consul General of France in  Melbourne  Ms. Myriam Boisouvier-Wylie   
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As the Navy League Newsletter now goes into recess for the holiday period, the Leagues President, Roger Blythman, together with the Executive Committee members of the Victoria Division take this opportunity to wish all members a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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NEW CLASS OF WARSHIP FOR ROYAL NAVY
Interesting news from the UK details that - The design of the Royal Navy's latest warship has been revealed by the Ministry of Defence.

The announcement on the Type 26 Global Combat Ship has been described by officials as a "significant milestone" in a programme which will support "thousands of UK shipbuilding jobs".The ship will be 148 metres long with a displacement of 5,400 tonnes.The MoD has been working with BAE Systems since 2010 to determine the basic design for the ship. Detailed specifications of the vessel will now be examined.Vertical missile silos for a range of weapons, such as cruise missiles, will be housed on board along with a medium calibre gun.The hangar on board will house a Merlin or Wildcat helicopter and there will be extra space for unmanned drones, underwater vehicles or other specialist equipment.Minister for defence equipment, Peter Luff, said: "The Type 26 will be the backbone of the Royal Navy for decades to come.'Multi-mission warship'The current plan is to build 13 of the ships, which are due to start coming into service after 2020.The Type 26 will replace the 13 Type 23 frigates but the MoD is not giving a precise commitment on numbers until they know the unit cost .

“Start Quote

The UK... has an enduring need to safeguard sea lines and ensure freedom of access in the seas”

Richard ScottNaval consultant, IHS Jane's

The First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope, says the ship will be used "across the full spectrum of warfare".

He added: "The T26 GCS will be a multi-mission warship designed for joint and multinational operations... including complex combat operations, maritime security operations such as counter piracy, as well as humanitarian and disaster relief work around the world

."The concept of the Type 26 was born at the end of the 1990s as the Future Surface Combatant.

BAE Systems was awarded a contract of £127m in 2010 to work on the initial design.

One big change with previous designs is the ship's mission-bay next to the helicopter hangar which will provide extra space for specialist equipment, depending on the operation.

The hangar could house anything from aerial and underwater unmanned drones, to speed boats or containers for humanitarian aid.

The modular design means it will be constructed in sections, possibly at different sites around the UK.

Mr Searle said the design team also ensured the ship was both cost effective and flexible for other navies.

BAE is already working with a number of countries and Brazil is thought to have expressed an interest in the Type 26.

'Broad range of threats'
Richard Scott, a naval consultant at IHS Jane's, the security and defence analysts, said the Type 26 was "hugely important" to the future of the Navy because the Type 23 frigates, which will have served for more than three decades by the time they are decommissioned, need replacing.

He said the Type 26 offered a much more flexible design that could be adapted for different missions, ranging from anti-submarine and land attacks, to anti-piracy patrols or humanitarian relief missions.

The UK had an "enduring need" to "safeguard sea lines and ensure freedom of access in the seas", he said.

"The UK maintains an explicitly 'expeditionary' defence and security policy that requires forces to be deployed at extended reach for long periods of time in potentially hostile waters, as was shown off Libya in 2011," he said.

"Navies are not just about 'warfighting' - they are equally valuable diplomatic tools for demonstrating presence, gathering intelligence, showing resolve to allies, and building long-term regional partnerships."

When asked why the MoD was spending on the Type 26 when cuts were being made as part of the Security and Defence Review, he said defence spending was "akin to a comprehensive insurance cover policy".

"You don't just indemnify against one risk at a given point in time, you have to insure against a broad range of threats over the longer term," he said.
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Membership
Any person with an interest in maritime affairs, or who wishes to acquire an interest in, or knowledge of, maritime affairs and who wishes to support the objectives of the League, is invited to join.

OBJECTIVES

The principal objective of the Navy League of Australia is” The maintenance of the maritime well-being of the Nation” by:

· Keeping before the Australian people the fact that we are a maritime nation and that a strong Navy supported by maritime elements of the Air Force  and Army and other Government Maritime agencies are indispensable elements of our national well-being and vital to the freedom of Australia.

· Promoting defence self-reliance by supporting maritime research, defence industry, Australian shipping, ship-building, port and transport infrastructure and off shore resource exploration and development.

· Promoting and encouraging the interest and training of youth in the sea.   

ACTIVITIES

The Navy League of Australia works towards its objectives in a number of ways:

· By including in its membership leading representatives of the many elements which form the maritime community.

· Through soundly- based contributions by members to journals and newspapers, and other media comment.

· By publishing The Navy, a quarterly journal reporting on local and overseas maritime happenings, past, present, and projected.

· By organizing symposia, ship visits and various other functions of maritime interests throughout the years.

· By supporting Australian Navy Cadets, and assisting in the provision of training facilities.

Member participation is encouraged in all these activities.

POLICY

The policy of the League can be found at the back of The Navy.
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To become a Member of The League,you do not need to have had any previous maritime
experience. You merely need an interest in maritime affairs. Simply complete the Application
Form below, and post it, together with your first annual subscription of $35.00 (which
includes the four quarterly editions of The Navy), to the Hon Secretary of the Division of the
Navy League in the State in which you reside, the address of which are as follows:

New South Wales Division: GPO Box 1719, Sydney, NSW 2001.

Victorian Division: PO Box 2340, Mt Waverley, Vic 3149.
Queensland Division: GPO Box 1481, Brisbane, QLD 4001.
South Australian Division: PO Box 3008, Unley, SA 5061.
Tasmanian Division: 40 Fleetwood Drive, Speyton, TAS 7310.

West Australian Division: 3 Prosser Way, Myaree, WA 6154.

If you live in the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory, please post the form
to the Hon Secretary of the New South Wales or South Australian Division respectively.

Subscriptions are due on 1 July in each year, and your membership will be current to
30 June immediately following the date on which you join the League, except that if your
first subscription is received during the period 1 April to 30 June in any year, your initial
membership will be extended to 30 June in the following year.

THE NAUY LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

To: The Hon. Secretary
The Navy League of Australia

Division

| wish to join the Navy League of Australia, the objectives of which | support, and | enclose a
remittance for $35.00 (including $3.18 GST) being my first annual subscription to 30 June next.

Name: [ Mr] [Mrs][Ms][Rank]

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Street

Suburb State P/code
Phone Mobile

Email

Signature Date

Subscriptions are due on 1 July in each year and your membership will be current to
30 June immediately following the date on which you join the League, except that if your
first subscription is received during the period 1 April to 30 June in any year, your initial
membership will be extended to 30 June in the following year.





Correspondence:- All articles for publication in the Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) Newsletter, should be addressed to the Editor, Frank McCarthy, email:-  (alistle@bigpond.com).   All other correspondence should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Navy League of Australia (Vic.Div.) P.O.Box 2340, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149: (raydotgill@optusnet.com.au).

Disclaimer: - Opinions and views expressed in editorial and contributed articles are those of the author and are not necessarily those of the Navy League.  The Editor reserves the right to publish abridged articles, special features due to space constraints.   The Navy League Editor and authors expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, whether a Navy League member or not, who acts or fails to act as a consequence of reliance upon the whole or part of this publication.  No responsibility is accepted by the Navy League for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements.   Publication of any advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Navy League of any product, nor warrant its suitability.  Advertisements are published by the advertisers.   E&OA
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