
      ANZAC DAY Melbourne, 25 April 2019 , 8.30am start, new time & location. 

The Navy will be stepping off at a new time and new location, 8.40am just over Princes Bridge east side St 

Kilda Road opposite the National Gallery of Victoria, so be there well beforehand as there may be a last 

minute reshuffle of the banners. Please remember to wear your Medals; Veterans on your left and de-

scendants on your right. We have obtained permission for our descendants to march with the Navy be-

hind our banner’s and this may be the last year that we do so, keep in mind the new underground works. 

                                     Prams or Backpacks etc are not acceptable it’s SECURITY issue. 

For our precious remaining veterans if you are unable to march the distance, there are three transport 

options available to you on ANZAC Day 2019 Melbourne. 

1/ Ask a descendant or carer to arrange a wheelchair so you can “march “ in front of your banner. 

2/ To be picked up from your home by an RACV vehicle, and transported into the city then join the pro-

cession and driven to the Shrine where you will be seated in a marquee for the duration of the march. 

You then have the option of being transported to your reunion lunch or back home– not both. 

3/ To be chauffeured in a vehicle from the National Gallery of Victoria St Kilda Road Eastside for the 

march and to our memorial Tree. 

After the march to the Shrine we will make our way to our memorial tree for HMAS Manoora, Kanimbla, 

Westralia and Assault ( see our mad map on page 8 ) where we will gather to remember those we have 

lost in the past year. After the service at our tree we will head across to Jardin Tan restaurant in the Roy-

al botanic Gardens our reunion lunch at 11am, we need to know who is coming to lunch, please contact 

                                             Chris on 0412 390 686 or Max on 0413 753 473 
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                                                    The Coastwatchers' 

In 1919 Captain C. J. Clare RAN saw the importance of establishing a voluntarily Coast-

watchers' Service to report enemy movement during wartime along the Australian 

coast, New Guinea. Papua and the Solomon Islands. The Naval Intelligence RAN was 

asked to organize a reliable civilian service of postmasters, police, government serv-

ants, missionaries, civil pilots, patrol officers and planters in the territories and remote 

ports. By 1939, Naval Intelligence had establish its Coastwatchers’ service of about 

eight hundred all on a voluntary basis. It trained personnel in tele radios, Morse code, 

decoding communication and to guard against a surprise attack from our enemy. 

When the Japan attacked in December 1941, our Coastwatchers’ by January had re-

ported Japanese air reconnaissance over Madang, Lae, Salamaua,  and Rabaul. Our first air raid on Rabaul was the 

4 January 1942 reported by Coastwatcher C. I. Page on Tabar. All our military were in other places; Army were in 

the Middle East, our Navy was in the Mediterranean, our Air Force in Britain, we had three or four Catalinas and 

four Hudsons for communication and transport and five Wirraways, which were a training aircraft pressed into 

combat roll in the South-West Pacific and Australia. The 53rd Battalion of CMF (1,000 men ) poorly trained in Port 

Moresby and in Rabaul 2/22rd Battalion of 700 AIF and Lark Force of which made up a force of 1,500 in Rabaul and 

in New Ireland a Commando unit, 130-strong 2/1st Independent Company.  And the RAN had no ships in the Pacific 

area at all. There are two Gateways for a enemy to invade Australia; one is through the 

Flores and Arafura Sea to the North and West coast of Australia; The second is through 

the Bismarck Sea, past the Island of New Britain and into the Coral Sea and to the east 

coast of Australia. Our Coastwatchers’ were our only eyes and ears to these gateways. 

There are too many Coastwatchers’ for a one page story. One was L. G. Vial evacuated 

from Rabaul just before the Japanese landing and on arrival in Australia he immediate-

ly joined the Coastwatchers'. He was flown to Salamaua New Guinea a few days before 

the Japanese invasion in February 1942. He was known as the Golden Voice, awarded 

the American DSC. He was killed March 1943. AB Donald J. Bath trained at HMAS As-

sault, Moreton Bay and HMAS Westralia. In 1943 he volunteered for Coastwatchers’ 

and was flown to Milne Bay, New Guinea, late 1943, and served at Finschhafen. In 

April 1944 was transported by US Torpedo boat to the North Coast of New Britain until 

September 1944; he Passed the Bar 6 February 2017 in Hobert, Tasmania. 

One of the best known Coastwatcher was Sub Lieutenant Arthur A. Evans DSC RANVR. He was trained at Magnetic 

Island, QLD Intelligence in 1942 and assigned to Guadalcanal January 1943. he had worked in the Solomon Islands 

before the war and was recruited by the Coastwatchers’ Organization. He secretly manned an observation post 

atop Mt Veve, a volcano on Kolombangara Island. On 2rd August 1943, he spotted the explosion of John F. Kenne-

dy’s boat PT-109 and later received a coded message that PT-109 was missing, and despatched Solomon Island 

scouts Biuku Gasa and Eroni Kumana in a dugout canoes to find the crew. He meet president John F. Kennedy in 

the White House 1st May 1961. Evans died on the 31 January 1989. 

Coder - Ronald ( Dixie ) George Lee, born Ulverstone Tasmania; he join the RAN 1941 and 

served on HMAS Manoora, Guadalcanal, Soloman Islands. Treasury Island, Bougainville, 

Goodenough Island, Finschhafen, Miline Bay and Lae. Dixie Lee live at Werribee Mel-

bourne with his wife Mem they have 17 Grand-children and 7 Great– grandchildren.  

Sources: Book, Of Nautilus and Eagles by P. Firkins, Navy records, Trove Newspapers, 

Naval Historical Review. 
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                         Incident at Genoa 1948 by Eyewitness AB Derek Self 34539 

HMAS Kanimbla Fremantle Perth W.A 11th October 1948; Italian Communists were almost certainly responsible for the dis-

turbance, riot and death of Royal Navy PO Gordon Leslie Fleming 25192 in Genoa on the night of the 16 September 1948, when 

sailors from HMAS Kanimbla became involved in a riot which resulted in one of them being killed and 20 others wounded by 

gun fire. This was stated in several quarters aboard the ship when she reached Fremantle to-day. Sydney Morning Herald, Can-

berra Times; October 1948. 

There was anger from the crew at the false news and allegation from local and oversea newspaper’s that had appeared in the 

Australian press was freely expressed aboard ship and it was claimed that they gave a completely false picture of what had 

happened, denying matters of fact. In June 1948 HMAS Kanimbla had sailed for England with extra crew for Australian first Air 

craft carrier, HMAS Sydney III. In addition to transporting men and stores for the new vessel, there was a cargo of 1,500 tons of 

rise urgently required to feed war tore Britain. On her return trip to Australia, onboard were 300 British recruits mostly ex-RN 

for the RAN. The ship also called in at Genoa Italy, to pick up 432 European persons who were migrating to Western Australia. 

On the night 16th September 1948 the infamous “Incident at Genoa occurred” it has been Falsely alleged by the press that 

three sailor had become involved in a dispute with Italian civilians who had falsely accused them of being drunk and molesting 

an old beggar woman. That a fight had developed with fists, stick and bottles, and that hostages had been taken and held 

onboard HMAS Kanimbla. An inquiry was held in February 1949 by the Australian Naval Board and a report sent to the minister 

of the Navy, Mr Bill Riordan CBE. All officers and crew of HMAS Kanimbla were exonerated by the Naval Board which inquired 

into the incident, stating that the incident arose  though circumstances over which the officers and crew of HMAS Kanimbla 

had no control, and that the report of the HBM consul General were a tissue of false hoods and exaggerations. 

And also stated categorically that there had been no molestation whatsoever of any Beggar woman, that no sailors left the ship 

to take part in the affair and that no hostages had been taken aboard. In the evening, shone leave was given to some of the 

ship company, none were armed in any way as the ship had been disarmed at the end of the WW2, and was operating as a 

transport ship by the RAN. 

When the trouble stated a number of sailors were some distance from the ship and on their way back from leave; they were 

harried continually, stones and bottle being thrown at them and also piece of angle iron, which were believed to be missiles, 

commonly used by Communists throughout Italy. It appeared that the local Communists, who are very strong in this area, and 

had spread false reports that HMAS Kanimbla sailors had taken a policeman and a carabinieri and were holding them as hos-

tages onboard ship. The riot spread to an Italian wine tavern, shots were fired resulting in the fatal shooting and death of an ex

-Royal Navy rating PO Gordon Fleming of London, enlisted in the RAN, and four Australian rating were injured or shot in the 

Tavern, AB Alan Dickson shot in the leg. Altoghter several hundred rounds were fired from machine guns by local Italian Com-

munists, and no one was ever arrested or charge with Fleming murder. 

The commanding officer of HMAS Kanimbla, Captain Alan P. Cousin RANR, DSO on re-

turning to the ship at 11pm walk into a hail of machine-gun bullets which whistled past 

him. Almost at once he was held up by several men armed with tommy guns, and spat 

on and taunted with crier of “dirt Australian” and “dirt British” Captain Cousin was in 

uniform. With guns pressed into his body he was then bundled into a van, being kicked 

in the back in the process, and taken to a police station.  

There two other officers and about 100 ratings were also taken, and they were only 

released to re-join the ship when the British Consul reluctantly got involved and was 

completely at odds with the facts. It was stated by the Australian Commonwealth Naval 

board that the men of HMAS Kanimbla were of high standard of character and efficien-

cy. 

 

Sources: National Library of Australia Trove, Canberra Times ACT, Daily Mercury QLD, 

Sun Sydney, Kalgoorlie Miner WA, Sydney Morning Herald, Brisbane Telegraph QLD, 

Northern Star NSW, Naval board of Inquiry February 1949 and Eyewitness AB Derek 

Self 34539. 
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