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HMAS Perth Victorian Essay Competition

70th Anniversary of the sinking of the HMAS Perth, March 1st 2012
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Ten students along with Bellarine Secondary College Teacher Mr Rob McLaren attended the Shrine of Remembrance on March 1st to attend a service to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the sinking of the HMAS Perth in 1942. The service was run and organised by the HMAS Perth Association Victoria Area.

The attendance at the day came about through an essay competition that Bellarine Secondary College ran in conjunction with the HMAS Perth Association and The Shrine of Remembrance in Term 4 2011. The announcement of the winner of this competition was planned for March 1st 2012. A small number of students took up this challenge and quickly learned about a significant chapter of World War Two. The winner of the competition was Grace Smith, a year 11 student. She received $400.00 and a book [Cruiser by Mike Carlton] for her efforts. The other students who participated all received a book plus $50 cash prizes. [The Men of the Line by Pattie Wright and Sandakan A Conspiracy of Silence by Lynette Silver]
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The HMAS Perth Association arranged for our transport to Melbourne, a tour of the Shrine of Remembrance, lunch and all the students participated in the ceremony held for the HMAS Perth. 

All the students thoroughly enjoyed the day and all got much more out of it then they thought would occur. The students meet three veteran sailors, two of whom were on the HMAS Perth when it was sunk and in due course survived the horrors of the Japanese prisoner of war camps.  The involvement of the students in the official service was a highlight for them and Cassie Gravolin laid a wreath on behalf of the school. 
Feedback from the parents about the students experience has been extremely favourable. The cash and book prizes were warmly received by all the students who participated in the competition. Bellarine Secondary College and the HMAS Perth Association [Vic Area] plan to run the essay competition in 2012 in Semester Two. 
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Cassie Gravolin and Grace Smith, winner of essay competition
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Cassie Gravolin laying a wreath at HMAS Perth Ceremony. Matt Heard, John Black and Grace Smith were also involved.











